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Format : MiniCD with Slipcase 

 

File Under : Neofolk / Dark Cabaret / Chanson / 

Melodramatic Popular Song 

Track List :   

L’Occidente  

Santa Luce Dei Macelli  

Il Sereno E La Tempesta 

In Battaglia (The Battle – by The Strawbs) 

 

Long Presentation : IANVA are finally back with a new miniCD whose length and concept suggest the 
general rule of the good old fashioned EP. These four brand new songs stand as 
evidence of the current creative stage of the band. Reflecting this stage, most of 
the tracks included in this EP will NOT be part of the next release.  
It is a veritable Southern Götterdämmerung bathed in the sun of the 
Mediterranean. It’s time for IANVA to strike your inner notes again. That’s what 
this band is for. 

 
 
IANVA: 
 
Mercy - vocals, marranzano (Jew’s harp), concept, lyrics, music, arrangements, 

backing vocals 

Stefania T. D'Alterio - vocals, lyrics, music 

Fabio Carfagna - electric & acoustic guitars, music, backing vocals 

Francesco La Rosa - drums, percussions, programming, music 
Fabio Gremo - acoustic & classic guitars, music, arrangements, backing vocals 
Davide La Rosa – accordion, percussions, backing vocals  

Giuseppe Spanò – piano, backing vocals  

Azoth - electric bass 

Fabio Fabbri /M° Fulvio Di Clemente – trumpet, trombone 
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Track by track : L’OCCIDENTE (The West) : Today, “the West” is a conveniently undefined construct that, (for several vague 

reasons) some repeatedly insist must be “saved” and/or “protected”. It is a pity that those who are now 
“assembling” and calling men and minds up, are also guilty of having inserted in the collective unconscious 
something that, (in the past) the Old Europe had never known - even in its frequent darkest nights. This alien 
thing is nothing short of a new vulgarity of disposition, nature and character. 
The great Scott Walker and the O.S.Ts of old Italian “B movies” provided us once again with good hints as to 
how to put forward our point of view and speak our mind. This is our way to say: “Sorry, but don’t count on 
us...” 
 
 
SANTA LUCE DEI MACELLI (St. Luce Of Abattoirs) :  Some of the devotional feasts of Southern Italy show 
beyond doubt how much a certain popular and Mediterranean expression of Roman Catholicism has preserved 
and internalized many characteristics of the pagan and archaic ceremonial spirit. In this expression we see a 
particular physicality. It is a visual, tactile and sensory religiousness that is peculiar to the Greek/Roman world. 
It is furthermore, a form that is distant both from the desert heat where all monotheisms have their origins and 
from the icy rigours of Protestantism. 
“Santa Luce Dei Macelli” is a 3-dimensional track to sink and dive into. Among echoes of “mafia folk” and 
“funeral cabaret”, the listener is invited to lose themselves in a world that IANVA know very well. It may even 
be revealed that an obstinate attachment to those traditions so readily disdained and slandered by the sort of 
“discount Enlightenment” so en vogue today; can be interpreted as an ultimate and possible chance for cultural 
resistance.  
 
 
 
IL SERENO E LA TEMPESTA (The Clear Sky And The Storm) : This is an instrumental track to recall the 
typical spirit of the Ligurian land. It evokes those evenings when the rise of the north wind foreboded imminent 
departure to those who were about to set sail. A curious mix of eagerness and the anticipation of nostalgia 
surround the souls of these men who, born of the close between the harshness of the mountains and the 
magnificence of the sea were a mixture of celtic and mediterranean elements.  
It reflects the blood of those people we prefer to remember as history has transmitted them to posterity - those 
who were at their ease on the most difficult and dangerous routes, fearing nothing… 
 
 
 
IN BATTAGLIA (THE BATTLE by The Strawbs) : The simple and harmonious notes of “The Battle”, (an 
evergreen written and performed by The Strawbs) combined with the narrative structure particular to the 
original version, (showing almost kinship in terms of progress to the stations of the cross) provided us with 
great material for an “Italian” transcription and a re-arrangement of a masterpiece that, (as far as we know) 
has been never covered before. They also provided us the chance to do a sort of prequel to “Disobbedisco!” 
and fix the exact moment when Maggiore Renzi breaks into Giovanni Laurago’s life - during the most feverish 
phases of the bloody battle of Mount St. Gabriele, in May 1917.  
Oddly enough, the stages of the battle described in the original Strawbs’ song vividly call to mind the events 
IANVA chose to relate. This allowed us to preserve the dramatic escalation of the original version and its bitter 
final annotation. This no mere cover, but rather a respectful re-telling of events that loses nothing in the 
translation.  
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Gestures on the CD : CD slipcase with lyrics and notes included. 

This EP follows the debut album “Disobbedisco!”, a ground-breaking opener which has been very well received 
and appreciated both in Italy (with exceptionally good reviews on ROCKERILLA, RUMORE, LA REPUBBLICA, 
MUCCHIO SELVAGGIO, BLOW-UP and RITUAL MAGAZINE, among the others...) and abroad (ELEGY IBERICA 
(Spain/Portugal), NONPOP (Germany), COMPULSION (UK), HEATHEN HARVEST (USA), ALTERNA.TV (Israel),  
SEIDR (Russia), BEAST OF PREY (Poland), HISSIG (Norway), GOTHTRONIC (Denmark), etc...), entering the 
Rate Your Music Top 50 Albums Of 2006. 
 

Gestures on the Artist: IANVA (pronounced "ya-noo-ah") was born as the meeting of a group of musicians with different backgrounds 
united by the common goal to give sense to forgotten words as “passion”, “boldness” and “dignity” and by the 
will to preserve those few own things of the Italian. Many are the names involved in IANVA: Mercy e 
Francesco La Rosa – both already known for their work in Malombra, Il Segno Del Comando and Helden 
Rune, three cult Italian projects with strong roots in old school “dark sound” (in the ‘70s meaning of this term) 
atmospheres; Stefania T. D’Alterio, ex singer of Wagooba, a peculiar combo inspired by cinematic-rétro 
atmospheres with a touch of irony, and one of the very few Italian pens interested in weirdness and so called 
“apocalypse culture”; Argento and Azoth, members of Italian top black metal band Spite Extreme Wing (and 
their cult side project Antropofagus). Last but not least, classical trained musicians Fabio Gremo and 
Giuseppe Spanò (from prog-rock band Daedalus), Fabio Fabbri and Davide La Rosa, and last but not least 
the new entry Fabio Carfagna (already part of Malombra too) complete the roster. These different paths, are 
just a little contribution to the IANVA project which is completely devoted to its concept and its musical Italian 
character, with wide influences form the very first excellent Italian new wave, to the Masters of the Pure Art of 
Film-score (as Ennio Morricone, Bruno Nicolai, Armando Trovajoli, Franco Micalizzi, Stelvio Cipriani, Guido and 
Maurizio De Angelis…); keeping always in mind ideal protagonists as Scott Walker and Marc Almond and 
chansonniers as Fabrizio De Andrè, Piero Ciampi and Jacques Brel. A declaration of love to good old glittery 
nocturnal ballads of Britain’s most decadent glam tradition, and to those totem figures of Italian mainstream as 
Mina, Gabriella Ferri, Milly, Mia Martini, Milva, Dalida, Massimo Ranieri and Lucio Battisti. The only concession to 
“actuality” is some attention to some of the best and most refined representatives of today’s folk noir scene 
WITH NO HIDDEN POLITICAL AGENDA (and far away from most of the pale so called neo-folk 
bandwagon), which enrich the peculiar mélange of this sound and concept, coming from the past, but cast in 
the future: ARCHEOFUTURIST. 

 
 
 

 


